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BUSINESS — CHRISTIAN OR PAGAN? 


Mc. Champe S, Andrews of Chattanooga, a prominent industrial leader in 
the South, discusses this issue in the UNIVERSALIST LEADER for Aprii 7. The 
statement is so extraordinary both in form and content, and its author soeaks 
with so great weight and warrant that i+ is here quoted at some length as a 

stimulus to discussion, He predicts that the indictment by the Church will be: 


"That business, itself the creature of the most unbridled and aggressive 

instincts, proceeds to treat the laborer as if the latter did not also have 
powerful instincts, the suppression of which are dangerous in the extreme - dan- 
gerous even to business itself; that its pagan slogan, ‘Business is Business,’ 
has been substituted for 'The Law and the Prophets;' that the means of living 
have been exalted above the ultimate aims and ends of life; that the ‘good life’ 
has beén bartered for the ‘goods life’; that the wine of life has been thrown 
away as worthless, while the dregs are treasured as the real riches; that the 
law of the tooth, talon and claw bas teen idealized as the law of the survival 
of the fittest, as if mankind had never glimpsed a vision of ‘the fittest’ that 
is not based on the brute strength of survival in the wilderness of nature; 
that to ‘render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s' has been the first 
command of business, while the remaining portion of the command to ‘render unto 
God the things that ave God’s* has been suppressed in a conspiracy of s:jences 
that tne love of man for his own vine and fig-tree, crystallized into love of 
country, has been perverted into a hostile and uncultural nationalism for the 
promotion of trade that waves aside ‘the brotherhood of man' as a theorist’s 
dream; that freedom of speech must cease to be either freedom or speech, if it 
takes the form of a questioning of the rules under which the game of business 
is played; that the emphasis in education must be on the acquisition of knowl- 
eige that will enable the student to enter business, instead of on the acqui- 
Sition of wisdom and Culture that will enable the student to enjoy that part of 
life not given over to the pursuits of business; that science and invention are 
encouraged with an eye single to the increase of production and activity in 
business, with no thought that, when these ends are served, there is grave dan- 
ger that these same forces may be used for the destruction of civilization; 
that the joys of art and music have been separated from the crextive instinct 
and become merely the cowmercielized vehicles to measure the extent of wealth 
in the cold-storage dwelling house or to make the wheels turn faster in the 
power honse of commerces that having standardized machines, parts, operations, 

, Styles, materials and methods, business is now trying to standurdize men, their 

f homes, their ambitions and their culture, in utter defiance of the value of the 
vivid and varying personality of the individual; that business is wasting in a 
few generations the reserves of Coal, oil, timber and other raw materials stored 
by nature for the benefit of all mankind; that the ultimate end of undisciplined 


business is war no less now than 2700 years ago when Socrates said, ‘The origin 
of all wars is the pursuit of wealth.'" 
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This is Mr. Andrews’ justification of the entrance of the church into 
industriel controversy: "In the first place, as long as ‘business is business’ 
and there is 'no sentiment in business’, business is such that it will not abol- 
ish its abuses except by a slow evolutionary process On somewhat the same scale 
that mankind is abolishing the appendix. In the second place, there cannot 
come & reform from within until the reform is started by some influence not 
pledged to the same emphasis to which business is pledged. In the third place 
business has directly challenged the conception of the modern idea of Christi- 
anity, and already the issues are joined and the conflict begun." 


DEFINING THE SOCIAL GOSPEL 


The Reformed Church in the U. &. is one of the smaller Protestant commu- 
nions, but it has developed social leadership out of proportion to its numeri- 
cal strength, Typical of its constructive social thinking is the pamphlet bul- 
letin "What is the Social Gospel?" recently published by the Social Service 
Commission of that church, written by Prof. Philip Vollmer of Dayton, Ohio. The 
significance of the social gospel is set forth by a series of discriminations: 
it is not another gospels not a political theory; not merely social service, 
which is often external and palliative; not mere reform, although reforms go 
farther than what is ordinarily called social service; not a degree or kind of 
social progress in science, art, etc. Rather, the social gospel is a regener- 
ating spirit, It requires: first, group repentance; second, belief in the gos- 
pel, which means "that the American government, the captains of industry, the 
labor unions, the press, must in all sincerity believe in the common fatherhood 
of God and the true brotherhood of all men, and draw practical inferences from 
such belief, They must sincerely believe that love is the greatest power for 
settling difficulties ard brutal force a failure everywhere; that right alone 
wakes might; and that righteousness (not armies) exalts a nation." The third 
requirement is fruits. The church, therefore, has three social offices: "a 
prophetic function of social criticism", "an evangelical function of social 
inspiration", and "a pastoral function of social sympathy." 


The Social Litany of the Reformed Church is as follows: 


"From the sins that divide us; from all class bitterness and race 
hatred; from forgetfulness of Thee and indifference to our fellowmen; from war 
and the preparation for new wars; Good Lord, deliver us. 

"From the corruption of the franchise and of civil government; from 
greed and hardness of heart against our neighbor; from the abritrary exercise 
of powers Good Lord, deliver us. 

"From fear of unemployment and the evils of over-work; from the curse 
of child-labor and the unequal burdons of womanhood; from all ill-paid toil; 
Good Lord, deliver us. 


"From the luxury that enervates; from the poverty that stultifies; Good 
Lord, deliver us." 


CHRISTIANITY AND MODERN LIFE 


The article "A Question for Christians" by H. H. Powers in the April 
ATLANTIC should not be overlooked by any person interested in social ethics. 
The writer goes beyond the usual idealistic critique of Christian practice, in 
that he seeks an explanation of the great disparity between the New Testament 
doctrine with respect to war, for example, and the actual practice of Christian 
people, He finds a chronological development in Jesus’ teaching which makes 
it difficult to systematize, but concludes that “Jesus refuged to recognize the 
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organic character of society, a doctrine upon which Paul laid the greatest em- 
phasis and one which is fundamental in the social philosophy of our time. He 
insists upon regarding primarily the individual and in claiming salvage for the 
salvable, irrespective of social reactions. ... In a word, He stands for indi- 

vidual salvage, while conservative society has always stood for social quaran- 

tine. Confronted with a victim of moral contagion, He urges that the case can 

be cured, to which society replies: ‘Yes, but with cost and risks which we can- 
not afford to incur'." Mr. Powers says: "I claim for Jesus the glorious eco- 

nomic irresponsibility of the idealist and the prophet." 


The key to the disparity between theory and practice, between professed 
{deal and actual conduct, Mr. Powers finds in the necessity for continually a- 
dapted and revised procedure in a growing world, coupled with the necessity for 
a preservation of old emotional reactions. "The result of this conflict is 
that the revision of social precedure is necessarily made under disguises, and 
in a manner which, merely intellectually considered, is essentially disingenu- 
ous." The net result of this analysis is that the idealistic tenets of Chris- 
tianity have to be treated as the theological dogmas are treated. Of the lat- 
ter, he says: "They should be stili farther intoned and deintellectualized, un- 
til they become but mystic tokens, connecting the living heart of the present 
with the undying soul of the past." The writer seems to be constructing a 
rationale for a very general uncritical moral practice, in which homage is 
rendered to Jesus’ way of life but his examp:e in particular situations is dis- 
regarded. 


"LABOR AND CAPITAL IN PARLIAMENT" 


Interesting for its own sake and as a type of labor research in England 
is the one-shilling pamphlet bearing the above title which has been put out by 
the Labour Research Department, London. It undertakes to analyze the represen- 
tation of the parties in Parliament and to draw conclusions as to the actual 
character of the government. Both the Commons and the Lords, according to this 
analysis, have been captured by big business, but the real power of business is 
declared to be elsewhere: "Just as the King, the Sacramental Man o? the Middle 
Ages, lost all his personal power and became the mere facade of the structure 
of government, so the whole of Parliament has become a facade behind which go 
on the Operations of finance capital and the real Government of the country. 
Were the workers’ representatives to gain a majority in the House of Commons 
and abolish the House of Lords, they would only have captured the outworks. 

The real struggle would still lie before them." 


THE FINANCIAL TIMES for September 26, 1921, is quoted as criticizing a 
certain Government Minister in this fashion: "Does he, and do his colleagues, 
realise that "half a dozen men’ at the top of the five big banks could upset 
the whole fabric of Government finance by refraining from renewing Treasury 
bills?" The amount of capital represented in the House of Commons is given as 
nearly two billion pounds. Companies "connected with finance, land and investe- 
ment" rank first in representation in the new Parliament, with a total of 53. 
Thirty-three railroad companies have 24 representatives with a capital behind 
them of almost 840 million pounds. The House of Lords has representatives of 
761 companies as against 713 for the Commons. There are 242 Lords who "repre- 
sent the land-owning interests, 227 of which own a known acreage of 7,362,009 
acres, ..." The strength of these interests is greatly enhanced by large 
associations "for the fixing of prices, the restriction of output or other 
"trade purposes'." First among such organizations is the F. B. I. — Feder- 
ation uf British Industries - described by Sir Eric Geddes, its newly elected 
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president, as “probably the greatest organization of its kina in the world." 

Its own Bulletin is cited as to its strength: “Tne Federation is now a very 
powerful body representing through its direct and indirect members, soma 18,000 
manufactvring firms with a united cavital estimated at 24,000,000,000. ... When 
the goneral voice of Industry on any particular question of national importance 
is exoressed by the F. B. I. 1% is raceived with due weighs by the Government 
and the Press. .e. During and after the War it has secured representation 

on most of the Government Committees appointed to inquire into matters concern- 
ing industrial, economic and financial policy. The value of its watchful ac- 
tivities regarding legislation afiecting industry can hardly be overrated." 


O? Labor’s representation, it is stated that while the last election 
resulted in 142 Labor seats as against 464 Unionist and Liberal, Lator’. popu. 
lar vote was 4,225,823 as against 9,468,747 for the other swo parties. Tis 
reveals a vastly greater numerical strength than the number of seats indicates. 
Labor’s representation is decidedly uneven -— 66 per cent of the total comes 
from “the industrial area around Glasgow and the counties of Monmouth and Gla- 
morgan in South Wales." Tho miners are tha greatest source of Labor strength. 
Lancashire, a strong industrial area, returned only 18 Labor candidates out of 
66 seats. And in the south and west of England toe industrial towns did not re- 
turn a single Labor member. Thus the political labor movement is by no means 
s0 strong as the industrial labor movement. 


PREPAREDNESS IN GREAT BRITAIN 


Two leading liberal weeklias have recently been giving attention to the 
preparedness program of Great Britain. ‘The NEW STATESMAN for March 24 discusses 
the building of new capital ships: "he House of Commons engaged us last weak 
to pay 127 odd million pounds tor the three fighting services in the ensuing 
year. .. .. The taxpayer is assured, however, by the Government spokesman, 
that he must grin and bear it: for 58,000,000 for the Navy end 52,000,000 for 
the Army ars the absolute minima consistent with national safety, und the small 
balance allocated to the Air service is below such a minimum. ... . 

"It is incredible to us that the worship of the capital ship snoutd pere- 
sist as it dceg. What is the function of these monsters? What are they going 
to fight against? The German flest nas gone to the bottom. Nobody sunposas 
that, on the morrow of the Washington Conference, we are going to war with 
either of the other great naval Powers — America or Japan. ... Sixteen million 
pounds is actually to be spnent on building two ef these anachronisms — and God 
knows how much it will be in the future, as the inventive genius of Mr. Amery's 
experts develops! Nor is this all, The Admiralty, it seems, does really hanker 
after sending our battle fleot to the Far Bast. At present, the Firss Lord 
dolefully admits, wa cannot do it — ‘there is no dock in British territory ir 
the East capable of taking a capital ship.’ And so, 1f you please, we are go- 
ing to spend 11,000,000 on building a gigantic naval base at Singapore. Very 
likely, as a critic said in the House of Commons, when this dockyard is com- 
pleted it will out of date. Certainly it would be difficult, if not impossible, 
to supply it in case of war, or to keep up any sort of effective communication 
between this country and Singapore in face of the development of submarines and 
aircraft which is to be expected. We need not labor the point; it is evident 
t0 @11 save the Admiralty and those who share its prejudices or are mesmerised 
by its propaganda, that this capital ship obsession means waste, sheer waste." 


The London NATION on March 31 opposes large expenditures for aircrafts 
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"Now, it is a hitherto accepted principle of foreign policy that any one strong 
nation can force the pace in armaments for all the rest. Is this war psychosis 
of France to ruin the possibility of internationalism as a guarantee of peace 

and security?... 


"For us the matter assumes the gravest urgency. For unless we apply 
our public resources without delay to a vigorous endeavor to draw France into a 
pacific policy, we shall, without doubt, be drawn again into a competition of 
armaments even more disastrous than that preceding the late war. In fact, we 
shall not only deliberately recognize that there is wrath to come, but shall 
prepares so to direct the wrath that when it does come it will put an end to ine 
dustrial Europe and its communities." 


Ths London NATION also reproduces a quotation from M. Maginot, French 
Minister of War, which translated is as follows: France is eager for peace. 
To prevent a new war it is necessary not only to be peaceful, but in a measure 
to prevent others from showing their warlike desires. We must be strong, then, 
if we wish to avoid the renewal of the hostilities from which we have suffered 
so much. Only the fear of our strength will prevent our neighbors from disturbe 
ing our peace. 


MOTIVES IN RADICALISM AND SOCIAL REFORM 


Discussing this theme in the March number of the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF 
SOCIOLOGY, Stuart A. Rice suggests that the difference between radical and cone 
servative may be accounted for with reference to suppressed tendencies and emoe 
tions. He cites Professor Wocdworth as follows: "Let any reaction-tendency be 
first aroused and then interfered with, and pugnacious behaviour is the instince 
tive result. ... With this impulse often goes the stirred-up organic and emo- 
tional state of anger." The "intellectual", Mr, Rice suggests, should perhaps 
more properly be called an "emotional". The support he gives to particular 
programs of social change is largely due to the discovery of an outlet for supe 
pressed emotions and "not because of reasoned conviction in the validity or 
practicability; of their aims or promises." Tt follows that such programs are 

to be judged, evaluated and their right to support determined with reference to 
emotional currents woich they express, as well as to the validity of their fore 
mil aims. “It would be more rational, for example, deliberately to affiliate 
one’s self with the I. W. W., disapproving of its program but hoping to improve 
recognized abnormalities in the living conditions of the migratory workers, than 
it would be, on the other hand, to join that organization merely to oromote its 
avowed theory of industrial democracy, in which one might rationally believe." 


It appears that this application of the analytical method, drawn iargee 
ly from the Freudian psychologists, to social movements is going to have an 
increasing vogue. 


WANTED: A CHRISTIAN NATION 


In an editorial under the date of April 18, the CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONI- 
TOR raises the question whether any nation is at present conducting its affairs 
with reference to the <ocial laws defined by Jesus with the Golden Rule. The 
Editor points out that to the economic and financial chaos following the war 

has been aided spiritual hopelessness, political aggrandizement, and a depsn- 
dence up:n the old methods of alliance against a comzon enemy instead of fora 
Common good. "Yat can anyone dtubt that if the civilized nations sent represene 
tatives.to an international conference on the basis that each was willing + 


make whatover sacrifices were necessary for the common good, the problems of 


security, and reparations, and debts, and of creating such international ma- 
chinery as would make possible a universal reduction of armaments, would become 
comparatively simple of solution. ... It is the only road. If straight and 


narrow, it is a simple road. Is there not one nation which will take the lead 
in following it?" 


The NEW STATESMAN, (London) for March 24 discusses the suggestion that 
the Ruhr problem be referred to the League of Nations; "The proposal is that 
the League is to accept responsibility for holding Germany down, Behind all the 
plausible arguments and fair words with which this ‘solution’ has been advanced 
and defended lies this crude purpose. Why is there to be an international po- 
lice force in Essen and not in Lille or Woolwich or Liege or Birmingham? The 
question answers itself: Because England and America and France won the Great 
War, But things cannot for ever remain on that basis, and if the League is to 
be definitely associated with the assumption that it is Germany, and Germany 
alone, which threatens the peace of the world, its own existence is likely to 
be brief and inglorious. ... Why should the League of Nations be more concerned 
with what goes on in the Krupp factories than in the Creusot factories? The 
difference may be obvious enough to Frenchmen, but for the League no such dif- 
ference should exist, It has no right to police the one without policing the 
other. ... To ask it to police Westphalia and not Lorraine is to invite it to 
abandon the fundamental conception upon which alone its moral authority can be 
established, It may be that it is not destined to become a dominating force 

in the world. We do not know. But certainly, if it is to be saddled with the 
task of preventing Germany from manufacturing munitions whilst allowing all 


other countries to manufacture as much as they please, the sooner it is dead 
the better." 


AMERICAN DIPLOMACY AS SEEN IN FRANCE 


An article by Pierre Arthuys in the LIVING AGE for March 10, 1923 (trans- 
lated from LA REVUE UNIVERSELLE of January 15) entitled "Dollar Diplomacy" ape 
pears to be worthy of notice as indicating the attitude of an ultra-conservative 
group in France which is convinced of an effort on the part of the United States 
to get economic control of Latin America, No responsibility is here assumed 

for the correctness of the statements made. A summary of the article follows: 


Latin America needs money and can get it only from the United States 
which lends it only on guarantees that may curtail the borrowing state’s sov- 
ereignty, such as pledging customs duties or putting an American in charge of 
the customs-house or national treasury. The United States boycotts French manu- 
facturers when it gets sufficient control, Nicaragua is the only solvent Cen- 
tral American country and the United States administers its customs and trea- 
sury. United States bankers are now considering loans to Guatemala, Honduras, 
Salvador and Costa Rica. An American national bank is being set up in Guatemala 
to draw all paper money out of circulation. Cuba has borrowed $50,000,000, 

Hait: $7,500,000, Colombia $4,000,000 and is asking for $80,000,000. Ecuador 
wants $33,000,000; the Standard Oil group will loan it only on customs security. 
Peru’s customs are pledged to the United States as security for $50,000,000. 
Bolivia has borrowed $33,000,000, for which she has pledged important resources 
of public funds, An American commission has gone to the capital to watch 

the expenditure and collection of taxes. Chile has borrowed $44,000,000 and 
wants & new loan of $12,000,000. Uruguay has borrowed $13,000,000, Brazil 
$50,000,000, argentina $250,000,000, and wants a new loan of $110,000,000. All 
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of this has taken place in the last two years. U. &. sugar companies own 60 per 
cent of the Cuban plantations and finance most of the rest. U. S. fruit com- 
panies control huge banana plantations in Central America and will soon control 
the whole Atlantic coast of Nicaragua, Honduras, Costa Rica and Guatemala, and 
are also in Venezuela and Colombia. Standard Oil is getting great concessions 
in Ecuador, Peru, Colombia, Bolivia, Central America, Mexico and Argentina, 
There is a contract between Bolivia and Standard 0il which gives the latter 
2,500,000 acres of petroleum land for 55 years and the right to construct and 
operate telegraph and telephone lands, wireless telegraph, railways, tramways, 
harbors, (if there ever are any) and any Bolivian public service enterprise, 
American cable and wireless companies are getting a monopoly of news and commu- 
nications services. Most of the Latin American raw material goes to the United 
States and enters at a lower tariff rate. The United States is “trying to pro- 
mote social and intellectual intercourse between the two", is becoming the sole 
arbiter of disputes between countries, and has engineered many revolutions in 
those contries, “American government now rests upon a monarchy of gold and an 
aristocracy of finance." The Monroe Doctrine is only "a cover for Yankee Im- 
perialism". 


AMERICAN CHILD HEALTH ASSOCIATION 


Out of its wide and thorough experience in mobilizing and dispensing 
relief in European countries, the American Relief Administration, under the 
direction of Mr. Hoover, has offered its personnel and assistance in financing 
the immediate program of the American Child Health Association. The latter or- 
ganization was recently formed by merging the American Child Hygiene Association 
and the Child Health Organization of America, and is pledging itself with re- 
newed spirit to a Bill of Rights asserting that every child in America should 
be “born under proper conditions", “live in hygienic surroundings", be protect- 
ed from malnutrition, "have prompt and efficient medical inspection and atten- 
tion", and "receive primary instruction in the elements of hygiene and health." 


The plans for 1923 include wider publicity; increased assistance to 
state and local health agencies; health demonstrations; publication of health 
statistics and educational literature; scholarships for physicians, nurses and 
teachers in special training; participation in the World’s International Con- 
ference on Health Education at Oakland, California; and with the assistance of 
the Commonwealth Fund, demonstrations in three communities of local work for 
health of mothers and children. Contributions for this work are received by 
the A.R.A. at 42 Broadway, New York City. 


"MARRIAGE AND FELLOWSHIP" 


This is the title of THE WORLD TOMORROW for April, which contains a 
_tumber of thoughtful and discriminating articles on marriage and divorce, pre- 
senting both conservative and liberal views as to the social significance of 
the marriage relation. Dean Robbins of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
in New York defends the sacramentarian view and Miss Royden puts forward a 
Strikingly liberal doctrine: "A marriage which is admitted to be a failure so 
complete that even the strictest opponent of divorce assents to the ‘putting 
asunder’ of the married couple in ‘legal separation’ is surely in no real sense 
& marriage any longer." The articles are useful as a basis for discussion. 


— 


